[Should we still explore placental sulfatase deficiencies? Reflections apropos of a case report].
The finding of low or very low levels of oestrogen during pregnancy should suggest the diagnosis of placental sulfatase deficiency, which is confirmed by performing dynamic biochemical tests. These biochemical tests also enable sulfatase deficiency to be differentiated from other conditions which may be accompanied by an abnormal decrease in oestrogens. The authors report one case and stress the harmlessness of sulfatase deficiency and the associated ichthyosis in boys and they question the value of the dehydroepiandrosterone sulfate test which only confirms an abnormality which is now well known and benign.